
MINUTES 
Mid States Rodeo Association​

 May 13, 2026​
 Google Meet (Virtual Meeting) 

The May 13, 2026 meeting of the Mid States Rodeo Association was held via Google Meet, with President Preston Bartow 
calling the meeting to order at approximately 7:06 PM EST.  Members present included, Preston Bartow, Cord Barricklow, Katie 
Coulter, Cody Goertzen, Justin Morehouse, Clay Yadon, Clay Norris, Chris Keller, Dakota Sunday, Taylor Finley, Nikki 
Jackson-Cagley, and Kaleb Barrett. Members in attendance constituted a quorum. 
 
A motion was made by Clay Yadon and seconded by Clay Norris to approve the May 13,  2026 Board Agenda as presented. 
 
A motion was made by Clay Norris and seconded by Clay Yadon to approve the April 15, 2026 Board Meeting Minutes as 
presented. 

OLD BUSINESS 
Treasurer’s Report 
Katie Coulter presented the Treasurer’s Report: 

●​ Circle Savings Account: $26,945.98 
●​ Circle Checking Account: $49,145.25 
●​ Key Checking Account: $6,011.13 
●​ Total Balance: $84,700.36 

A motion was made by Clay Yadon and seconded by Clay Norris to approve the Treasurer’s Report. 
 
Membership Update 
The total MSRA Membership as of May 13, 2026 is 149 members. 
 
Additional Treasurer’s Report Notes: 
Preston Bartow extended that insurance policies have been purchased on behalf of the Association.  In addition there are 
policies to cover all event directors as well as a blanket policy for the association.   

MSRA Finals – Announcer & Specialty Act Bids 

Clay Norris presented the bids that were received by the MSRA for both the Announcer & Specialty Act/Funny Man for the 
2026 MSRA Finals.  Bids for the Announcer included the following: 

●​ Monty Stueve - $4500 Total 
●​ Brandon McDaniel - $4250 and the cost of an electrical hookup 
●​ Chance Walther - $3200 Total 
●​ Austin Williams - $4000 and the cost of an electrical hookup 

A motion was made by Dakota Sunday and seconded by Cody Goertzen to nominate Monty Stueve as the announcer for the 
2026 MSRA Finals agreeing to his bid of $4500 total to announce the Finals. 



A motion was made by Kaleb Barrett and seconded by Clay Norris to nominate Austin Williams as the announcer for the 2026 
MSRA Finals agreeing to his bid of $4000 plus the cost of an electrical hookup total to announce the Finals. 

Voting was conducted by the MSRA Board stating their choice of Monty Stueve vs. Austin Williams to announce the 2026 MSRA 
Finals.  Monty Stueve won the voting 7-4 over Austin Williams.  Preston Bartow will touch base with Monty Stueve to finalize 
details and congratulate him on winning the bid. 

Clay Norris next presented bids that were received for the Specialty Act/Funny Man for the 2026 MSRA Finals.  Bids for this 
position included the following: 

●​ Ryan Rodriguez - $5250 without a hotel room; $5000 with a hotel room 
●​ Rob Gann - $3750 total 
●​ Trey Casey - $3000 total 

A motion was made by Dakota Sunday and seconded by Kaleb Barrett to nominate Rob Gabb as the specialty act/funny man 
for the 2026 MSRA Finals agreeing to his bid of $3750 total to serve in this role at the Finals.  Ayes: Unanimous.  Motion 
carries.  Preston Bartow will touch base with Rob Gann to finalize details and congratulate him on winning the bid. 

Preston Bartow outlined he has reached out to a few specific companies regarding 2026 MSRA Finals sponsorships of 
$25,000 and $10,000; he extended hope that if we would receive these sponsorships the total added money for contestants 
can be raised to $10,000 an event with equal money in the team roping.  

Bull Riding Event Director  

LaWayne Wickey joined the Google Meet as a potential candidate to fill the vacant Bull Riding Director position on the MSRA 
Board.  LaWayne answered questions of the board and gave a short synopsis of his reasoning for interest in joining the 
Board.  He outlined goals of increasing payout opportunities for bull riding contestants, growing participant involvement, and 
increasing youth involvement in the sport.  LaWayne was thanked for his time and excused from the call. 

A motion was made by Taylor Finley and seconded by Nikki Jackson-Cagley to nominate LaWayne Wickey to the Bull Riding 
Director position for the remainder of the 2026 season, and all of the 2027 season.  Ayes: Unanimous. Motion Carries.  Preston 
Bartow called LaWayne to congratulate him, and he rejoined the call for the remainder of the meeting.  

MSRA Tour Stop Rodeos 
Discussion included: 

●​ Limiting eligibility to MSRA 1st-approved rodeos 
●​ Potential to increase entries at smaller or remote rodeos 
●​ Proposal to add $1,000 in prize money 
●​ Potential incentive: free membership card for winners 

No final decision was made. Topic tabled for future discussion.
 

Spring Judges Clinic 
Discussion topics included: 

●​ Chris Keller discussed conducting a clinic at the Indianapolis State Fair Rodeo potentially the Thursday of this rodeo 
with Steve Radford as an additional clinician to assist 



●​ Estimated cost: $500 per day 
●​ Consideration of requiring MSRA event directors to attend at least one clinic during their time on the Board to better 

understand judges’ calls 
●​ Potential additional clinician: Shawn Coleman 
●​ Interest in separating flagging vs. non-flagging judges for the future as more judges are added to the judging pool 
●​ Dakota Sunday offered his arena for a timed-event-focused clinic in the future  

NEW BUSINESS 
Sanctioning Agreements  

●​ TK Pro Rodeo (First-Approved Events): 
○​ Sandusky, MI – August 10 
○​ Corunna, MI – August 12 
○​ Cadillac, MI – August 22 
○​ Petoskey, MI – August 27 
○​ Avon, OH – September 19 
○​ Hillsdale, MI – September 30 

●​ Big Hat Pro Rodeo: 
○​ Yorkville, IL – June 26 
○​ Edgerton, WI – July 17 
○​ Jefferson, WI – September 18 

All agreements approved.

Barrett Pro Rodeo 

●​ Awaiting finalized schedule 
●​ All rodeos will be MSRA first approved. 

American Outlaw Pro Rodeo 
Discussion included: 

●​ Potential approval as a stock contractor 
●​ $1,500 bond requirement 
●​ Option to co-sanction with MSRA as 2nd approval 
●​ Second-approved rodeos at 3% on a case-by-case basis 

Stock Contractor Director Kaleb Barrett recommended: 

●​ $1,500 per-event guideline for rough stock-only events 

Additional Proposals 
●​ Proposal for $100 minimum non-member fee 
●​ Continued contractor and event structure discussions 

 



A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting at approximately 9:17 PM EST. 
 

Next Board Meeting:​
June 10, 2026 at 7:00 PM EST 

 
Respectfully submitted,​
 Katie Coulter​
 MSRA Secretary/Treasurer 
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